From Cultural Considerations to Socially Just Practice:
Disrupting Patterns of Suffocated Grief

Virtual Conference with
Tashel Bordere, Ph.D, CT
Friday, October 7, 2022
Tashel Bordere, Ph.D., CT is a certified Thanatologist (Death, Dying, and
Grief), author, researcher, and educator. She is a New York Life Foundation
Grief Reach Grantee and conducts research and programming through
the Center for Family Policy and Research at the University of Missouri.
She currently serves as Board Member of the Association for Death
Education and Counseling, Board Member of the National Alliance for
Grieving Children, and Advisory Council Member of the Tragedy Assistance
Tashel Bordere, Ph.D., CT
Program for Survivors (TAPS). She has served as Editor of the ADEC Forum
publication. Dr. Bordere’s research program assumes a contextual approach focusing on trauma, loss (homicide loss,
assaultive violence—sexual assault), suffocated grief and Black youth and family bereavement. She studies cultural
practices that promote healing and survival. Dr. Bordere has done numerous workshops, consultations, keynotes, and
published research relating to social inequities and culturally responsive practices in loss including her co-edited/coauthored book, Handbook of Social Justice in Loss and Grief (Routledge). She recently completed a Forward Promise
Fellowship through the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation focusing on the promotion of healing, growth and thriving
among boys and young men of color. Dr. Bordere has been the recipient of numerous awards and honors including the
Ronald K. Barrett Award (2018) from the Association of Death Education and Counseling for research on Black adolescent
and young adult grief, 2022 Excellence in Engagement in Outreach Award at the University of Missouri, and the CASE
Award for Outstanding Faculty Mentorship to underrepresented college students.
About the Program
This conference will address patterns of loss, disenfranchisement, and suffocated grief of marginalized youth and families and ways in which grief has been further complicated by the Covid-19 pandemic and on-going systemic inequities.
Social media and national movements have been pivotal in bringing widespread attention to the trauma and loss experiences of youth populations, families, and communities representing marginalized identities and backgrounds (e.g.,
Black female, LGBTQZ, single parent household, intellectual disability). This presentation is designed to contextualize
the multidimensional components that characterize loss and grief for youth and families from marginalized backgrounds. Research, theory, and recent events will be integrated as we examine loss and coping, systemic impediments
to coping, and some practices that are essential to diversity, equity, and inclusion in service provision and support. We
will examine socially just practices that contribute to effective outreach, cross-cultural communication, and grief enfranchisement of bereaved youth.

REGISTER:
MCDES Members: https://mcdesspringconference.eventsmart.com/
events/mcdes-2022-fall-conference-member/

Minnesota Coalition for
Death Education and Support

Non-Members: https://mcdesspringconference.eventsmart.com/events/
mcdes-2022-fall-conference-non-member/
Information: www.mcdes.org

Questions: info@mcdes.org

From Cultural Considerations to Socially Just Practice:
Disrupting Patterns of Suffocated Grief
Objectives
At the conclusion of the program, attendees/participants
will be able to:
• Describe social justice concepts in relation to loss and
bereavement.
• Delineate multidimensional components that
characterize loss and suffocated grief for youth and
families existing in contexts of systemic inequities.
• Explicate culturally responsive practices that contribute
to grief enfranchisement.

Agenda/Schedule

Conference Fees
Current MCDES Members: $100
Non Members: $125

Intended Audience
This program is intended for nurses, social
workers, psychologists, clergy, chaplains,
counselors, hospice staff, physicians, nursing
home, hospital and home care employees,
funeral home and emergency personnel,
educators, physical and occupational therapists,
art therapists, marriage and family therapists,
students and volunteers.

8:30 am

Welcome, Logistical Information

CE Information

8:45

Introductions

9:00

Social Justice Frameworks in Loss and Grief

10:30

Break

10:45

Patterns of Loss and Suffocated Grief for Youth
and Families amid Systemic Inequities

12:00n

Lunch Break

This program is designed to meet the Minnesota
Board of Nursing CE requirements for 6 contact
hours for RNs and LPNs. It has been approved
for 6 credits from the MN Board of Social Work.
Application has been made for 6 credits from the
MN licensing boards for Psychologists, Licensed
Professional Counselors, Marriage and Family
Therapists, and Funeral Home Personnel. Call
Florence Wright, MCDES Chair, 651-241-4407, for
more information.

12:45 pm Cultural Values in Bereavement

Scholarships

2:00

Break

2:15

Disrupting Suffocated Grief: Culturally Proactive
and Responsive Practices

Scholarships are available. For more information
go to: https://www.mcdes.org/scholarships.html.

3:35

Summary, Q & A, Closing Remarks

3:45

End

Registration Deadline/
Cancellation Policy
Registration deadline is October 5. Cancellations
received on or after October 5 will be assessed a
$25 processing fee.

MCDES Members: https://mcdesspringconference.eventsmart.com/events/mcdes-2022-fall-conference-member/
Non-Members: https://mcdesspringconference.eventsmart.com/events/mcdes-2022fall-conference-non-member/
REGISTRATION
INFORMATION

Information: www.mcdes.org

Questions: info@mcdes.org

The Minnesota Coalition for Death Education and Support (MCDES) is a nonprofit, 501(c)3 interdisciplinary
organization dedicated to providing education, networking opportunities and support to professionals and
volunteers who are involved in the care of dying and grieving persons.

